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International Financial Reporting Standards, commonly called IFRS, are accounting standards issued by the
IFRS Foundation and the International Accounting Standards Board (IASB). They constitute a standardised
way of describing the company's financial performance and position so that company financial statements are
understandable and comparable across international boundaries. They are particularly relevant for companies
with shares or securities publicly listed.

IFRS have replaced many different national accounting standards around the world but have not replaced the
separate accounting standards in the United States where US GAAP is applied.
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Harmonization is the process of minimizing redundant or conflicting standards which may have evolved
independently. The name is also an analogy to the process to harmonizing discordant music.

Harmonization is different from standardization. Harmonization involves a reduction in variation of
standards, while standardization entails moving towards the eradication of any variation with the adoption of
a single standard. The goal for standard harmonization is to find commonalities, identify critical requirements
that need to be retained, and provide a common framework for standards setting organizations (SSO) to
adopt. In some instances, businesses come together forming alliances or coalitions, also referred to multi-
stakeholder initiatives (MSI) with a belief that harmonization could reduce compliance costs and simplify the
process of meeting requirements. With potential to reduce complexity for those tasked with testing and
auditing standards for compliance.
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Canadian securities regulation is managed through the laws and agencies established by Canada's 10
provincial and 3 territorial governments. Each province and territory has a securities commission or
equivalent authority with its own provincial or territorial legislation.

Unlike other major federations, Canada has no securities regulatory authority at the federal government level.
Nonetheless, most provincial security commissions operate under a passport system, so that approval of one
commission essentially allows for registration in another province. However, concerns about the system
remain. For example, Ontario (Canada's largest capital market) does not participate in the passport regimen.

Securities regulators from each province and territory have joined to form the Canadian Securities
Administrators (CSA).



Concerns about the provincial system of securities regulation have led to repeated calls for a national
securities system in Canada. As of June 2021, the Canadian government is working towards establishing a
national securities regulatory system to provide:

better and more consistent protection for investors across Canada;

improved regulatory and criminal enforcement to better fight security-related crime;

new tools to better support the stability of the Canadian financial system;

faster policy responses to emerging market trends;

simpler processes for businesses, resulting in lower costs for investors;

more effective international representation and influence for Canada.
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A Unique Transaction Identifier (UTI), alternatively called Unique Swap Identifier (Acronym: USI) is a
globally unique identifier for individual transactions in financial markets. USIs were introduced in late 2012
in the U.S. in the context of Dodd–Frank regulation, where reporting of transactions to Trade Repositories
first became mandatory. European financial market regulations followed suit, with reporting to Trade
Repositories under EMIR requiring UTIs from February 2014 on. The use of the UTI is also mandatory for
regulatory reporting under REMIT. Strictly speaking, the term USI is specific to the U.S. regulation, while
UTI is specific to EU regulations. In practice, both terms are used interchangeable, in particular within large
trading firms reporting under both regimes.

The UTI/USI is governed by the ISO 23897 standard.
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Home state regulation is a principle in the law of the European Union for resolving conflict of laws between
Member States when dealing with cross-border selling or marketing of goods and services. The principle
states that, where an action or service is performed in one country but received in another, the applicable law
is the law of the country where the action or service is performed. It is also called home country control,
country of origin rule, or country of origin principle. It is one possible rule of EU law, specifically of
European Single Market law, that determines which laws will apply to goods or services that cross the border
of Member States.

The opposing principle is host state regulation or the country of reception principle. In a directive, or
regulation, where this principle applies, if a firm based in country A is selling into customers living in
country B, they are regulated according to the laws of country B. Host state regulation is sometimes seen as
hindering the single market, as firms need to be aware of 28 sets of national law. However, it is also argued
that it gives better protection to consumers, who are unlikely to be aware of their rights under the laws of
other EU member states.
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The Committee on Capital Markets Regulation is an independent and nonpartisan 501(c)(3) research
organization financed by contributions from individuals, foundations, and corporations.
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The Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) is a private American corporation that acts as a self-
regulatory organization (SRO) that regulates member brokerage firms and exchange markets. FINRA is the
successor to the National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc. (NASD) as well as to the member
regulation, enforcement, and arbitration operations of the New York Stock Exchange.

The United States Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) is the federal government agency that serves
as the ultimate regulator of the United States securities industry, including oversight of FINRA.
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The International Payments Framework (IPF) was an initiative launched in 2010 to create a global
framework for payment processing by the International Payments Framework Association, a trade
association headquartered in Atlanta, in the United States. The initiative and the association concluded in
2023 after achieving its objectives.
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Markets in Crypto-Assets (MiCA or MiCAR) is a regulation in European Union (EU) law. It is intended to
help streamline the adoption of blockchain and distributed ledger technology (DLT) as part of virtual asset
regulation in the EU, while protecting users and investors.

MiCA was adopted by the EU Parliament on 20 April 2023 and has been fully applicable since December
2024.
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Regulation of artificial intelligence is the development of public sector policies and laws for promoting and
regulating artificial intelligence (AI). It is part of the broader regulation of algorithms. The regulatory and
policy landscape for AI is an emerging issue in jurisdictions worldwide, including for international
organizations without direct enforcement power like the IEEE or the OECD.

Since 2016, numerous AI ethics guidelines have been published in order to maintain social control over the
technology. Regulation is deemed necessary to both foster AI innovation and manage associated risks.
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Furthermore, organizations deploying AI have a central role to play in creating and implementing trustworthy
AI, adhering to established principles, and taking accountability for mitigating risks.

Regulating AI through mechanisms such as review boards can also be seen as social means to approach the
AI control problem.
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